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2 A Meritorious
Record
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One of the striking features of the
Territorial  public works is the
amount of roadwork that has been
done during the past year or perhaps
u little Jess, It is one of the things
a person who has been away from
Honolulu for some time, notices on
returning. It is one of the most important features in the growth and de-
velopment of the city.

The amount of road work that has been done and the thoroughness of
it is &4 most 'ﬂntlerlng testimonial to the efficiency of the road department
under the present adminlstration.

The 1oad work in Honolulu has besn under the direction and control of
Sam Johnson, the Rond Supervisor, and he has shown himself a most effi-
cient and energetic official. During his administration of the office, more
road work has been done than was ever done before in twice the time, and
it has been done at a less rate of expense than was ever secured before.
Mr. Johnson took hold of the office at a time when the finances of the Ters
ritory were on the verge of a breakdown. For years the legislature had |
been in the habit of making appropriations without any relation to prob. |
able revenue, until, soon aiter Gieorge K. Carter became governor, things
reached a crisis. The Territory got to a point where its revenues would
scarcely maintain its mere machinery, Jlet alone provide material with
which that machinery could accomplish results. It is a part of the history
of Governor Carter's administration, how he met that crisis. The legislae-
ture at his request, did that which the legislature alone could do, and a
system or retrenchment, and efliciency was adopted in the executive departs
ment which has successfully met the situation.

In this scheme of retrenchment and efficiency, Sam Johnson has played
an important part. Taking hold of the road department in which scandal,
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extravagance and inefficiency had been notorious, at a time when funds
available for its work were at the lowest ¢bb, he immediately put an end
to scandal and extravagance, and introduced such efficiency as was prob=
ably never known before in Hawailan public works., In the words of a
famous New York City official of national eminence for efficiency, where he
“found two men working with one pick, he discharged one oi the men."”
This was a complete reversal of the policy which had apparently been fol-
fowed by some of his predecessors, who under similar circumstances instead
of discharging the extra man, discharged the solitary pick,

At any rate, Sam Johnson went ahead cutting his garment to fit his cloth,
That is he reduced expenses to come within available funds, Fewer men
were employved, but the discharges were largely in the force of lunas and
not in the force of workers, He found an average of one luna to two works
ers. He changed this radically. The effect was seen at once. Smaller
gangs of men increased individual efficiency, and with a much reduced
force, work was simultaneously carried on in a larger number of places.

The result of this is visible to anyone who will take the trouble to go
about the city. Roads and strects have been improved in every part of
town. Streets through thickly settled regions which had been neglected
for years, have been put into shape, Improvement was not restricted, as
is popularly believed 1o have been the case under some former administra=
tions, to streets where the pressure from rich and influential citizens coms-
pelled something to be done, But it was carricd on wherever there was
need for it and the funds available would permit,

Sam Johnson has been accused of being more active in politics than
George Willilam Curtis and some of his confreres of the Civil Service Re=
form Association believed a public official ought to be. Sam Johnson has
also been active in the National Guard, and has brought his company to
a point of efficiency and drill that any man might be proud of. And there
has been criticism that particularly his political activities must take the
time that ought to be devoted to his road supervising duties. But the reply
to this might very well be along the lines of President Lincoln's reply to
the critics of General Grant that he drank too much whiskey. To these Lin~
coln replied that he wished they would furnish him with a supply of the
brand that Grant used, so that he could supply his other generals with it.
If Sam Johnson's political activities have any relation to his efficiency as
a road supervisor, Governor Carter might well seek some more men of simi-
lar political activity for appointment to important office.

At a time when funds have been at as low an e¢bb as ever they were, the
road department has accomplished more than it ever did before. This is
alike a credit to Governor Carter's administration, and to the eficiency of
Road Supervisor Sam Johnson,
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f When Does a Man ;
g Become White? }

It was one of the difficulties of
logic, which African slavery in the
South met, to draw the line where a
person of mixed African and Cau-
casian blood, ceased to be an African
and therefore a chattel, and became
a Caucasian and therefore a man.
Mark Twain in his story of “Pudd'n Head Wilson,” has in his usual forcible
way shown the incongruity and grim humor of the proposition. But the
question arose and it had to be settled, and the courts of the South decided
that if a man had one sixteenth of African blood in his veins, he was a
negro and a slave. But if he had no more than one-thirty=second of African
blood, he was a white man and free. However humorous this may appear
as a subtle academic distinction, there is a grimness in it not apparent on
the face of it. This quality appears in the fact that it is stated on very
good medical and ethnological authority that there never was a person of
the sixteenth Negro blood, let alone one of the thirty-second, Nature in one
of her cynical moods refusing to go further with the hybridizing process
than the eighth. If this is so the grim humor of the courts' distinction is, |
that the possibility of a person of Negro lineage reaching the status of a
Caucasian under the old slavery regime, was a tantalizing hope, never to
be realized.

While the guestion of mixed blood in its relation to slavery, has hap-
pily been forever setuled in America, the same question in a little different
form has arisen in two of the British colonies. In the Commonwealth of
Australia a bounty is paid for sugar grown by white labor, the law provid.
ing that the grower as well as the mere laborers must be white. Now the
question has arisen as to what constitutes a person white so as to be eligible
1o sccure the sugar bounty, The question has arisen over a claim of a8 man
for bounty, wio describes himself as the son of a white man and a half-
caste or half-white woman, His claim that his mother is a hali-casie has
been disputed, but the minister through whose department the bounties are
peid, and who must in the first instance decide the question has held that
the man must first satisfactorily prove that his mother is a hall-caste, and
then he will take up the question of whether, even if she is, that consti-
tutes the son & white man within the meaning of the bounty lawas. |

The guestion has arisen in a little different form in the Crown Colony of
Fijfl. The British Government has Just lssued letters patent establishing
for the first time in this colony a small measure of representative governs
ment, The letters patent defing who shall have the right to vote, and pro=
vide that certain white persons ol property and resldence qualifications and
persons of certain degrees of mixed blood, possessing the other necessary
quallfications may vate. Bt in the application of theso definitions relats
Ing to mixed blood, diiculties have arlsen, and the governor of the coelony
has underiaken o decide, He has declded that & person ane of whoas pars
ents bs a white person and the ether & full-blooded Fliian, such person being
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qu the half blood, may not vote, though
i person both of whose parénts nre of
the hall blood miay vote, One of the
questions which yet remoin 1o be' set-

tled Is whether a person both of whose

parents are of mixed Fijlan and white
blood, though they may be less than
half-white blood, ure entitled to vote,
It thig guestion g decided In the affirm-
ative, It is possible that the old dictum
of the South, s0 far as the fraction of
the blood s concerned, may be reversed
and a person mixed of Flflan and white
hlood, but with only one thirty-second
of white vlood, If Nature will go that
far in the diluting process may have all
the political yights of a white man,
while hig brother of sixteen thirty-sec-
onde of white blood, but o different
process of admixtare 18 denjed those
rights,

When It comes to basing political or
other rights on distietions of race or
blood, Naturg has a way of ralsing

some curious complicatlons,
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There i8 something brutil and revolt.

Ing Iy the wrestiment secorded Lo Mrs,
Chipdwick by che Cleveland mol. Whit-
ever her orlmes, the probabilitles are
thut she never Injured nny of thowe

moh, The mob was
doubitless contpoked of men who riaven
W mstortune whether that misfortune
follows good or evell dolngs. Mobs wre
seldom compoked of our best citizens,
thowgeh “our best cltlzens” have been
Biven oredit of lnte for o good many
Iynehings. The mob spirit 8 the wolf-
ish spdeie,

wha formed the
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The minlsterinl ovisls in Spain is only
wn fneldent of the struggle that s go-

| g en in that country between the pro-

gressive purty by whitever nume It s
called, and the reactlonaries and ultra-
colsorvalives, The Spanish-Americun
Wil by destroying Spuln’s over-the-pea
wimpire, awoke the nution to n better
peatizntion of the true Inleresis of the
Bpiiish  people, These terests did
et U dn the didstont lelpnds which they
I plundered and  debauched, but
which In tarn had been the cause of
corripthg and enfeebling her bost song
They did  He In the Intemal deywlaops
mniit of the resonrces of Spalo, and the
bettering  of the coundition of the
Spanish neaple, But Bpaln oy been
too long wedded to her ldols of mil-
tarksm and drenmn of aggrandikemant.
to ritndily seoept & lessan so humilating
to the kind of peide with which us »
uthon she has been pufed up,  The
strugale between the plid dreame nod
thie hard renlities of the present I8 one
thut will wee muany minsteies vise and
full Dofore 00 A8 Bnadly settiod,

The Jupanese have Bo N pppirenly
necapiplialind, whst they hopad  Lhey
hind sovoanplishied ul foe very outset of
the war—destroysd (he  Hussipn

Furnished cotlage near Engleside,
Vineyard street se a whole or singly.
Address L. this oflce
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A magnificent bullding site on the
Punchbowl slope near Thurston ave
nue, Particviars a&: Star office.

Building lot ¢corner King and Kame-
bamaha road, Palama terminus of
Rapid Transit road. Apply st Star
offlce,
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WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF

Manilas, Clear Havanas and Porto
Rive Crooks, also -——
EL MERITO, King of lc. Cigars,

HAWAIIAN TOBACCO CO.

Ewa Cornet King and Bethel Street

TheWise Man
saves up for the ralny doy
BE PRUDENT
Open an account with us and hard
times will n t hurt you
SEE

for partloulars

PH(ENIX SAVINGS, BUILDINGS
" AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
Judd Bullding, Honolulu,

Guarantee Capltal ....ooi000.:8% 200,000
Pald In Capital....c.ovvsveannnes 1,300,000

HENRY BE. POCOCK......Cashler,

This year w
are better pr
pared than eve
before to :-_:upplTv
your wants. Cal

nd inspect our
large and beauti-
ful stock of Jew-
elry, Art Goods,
te., ete.

HI F.WIEhﬂlﬂﬂ.&Ellu d| EET
FOR GIFTS

‘We have the largest stock of
furniture of a!l descriptions
from which to make your
Christmas selections.

J. HOPP & CO.,

1053—Bishop Street—1059,

Arthur fleet,  The vitality of that arm
of the Fussian service. notwithstand-
Ing It was not a very active vitallty.
hus proven one of the molt effective
clements of the Russiun strolegy, in-
asmuch as It has kept the Japanese
fleet chnlned to the locality of Port
Arthur, und prevented (e actlvily elge-
where, The astonishing abliity the
Flussinns have shown in repairving their
vespels ihnlde Port Arthur, has also
been one of the oreditable and redsem-
ing features of thely campalgn, Though
the repulrs Lthey made to the vessels
that were damaged by Togo's first on-
slught st the very beginning of the
wir did not avall, through other vir-
oumstances, (o #énable the fleet (o get
out on the high seas wnd accomplish
fighting there, 1t Ald avall to put them
into much # potentlal position ss that
the Jupanese NMeet could not be with-
drawn from Port Arthur, Japin ssems
to be progressing in ber plans for fght-
Ingg Hussia, notwithstanding the fact
that eritles In some pliees are severely
bluming them for net hoaving already
rduced Port Atthur and overwhelmed
Kuropatkin.

-——————-

Lemuel (Marke Duavis affords an fi-
Justration of the sdvantage of o good
cholee of wife and ehild. He chone e-
becen Harding for his wife and Richard
Haurding Davis for his son, and whan he
dled the fact of hia death wos lele-
graphed. and cabled all over the world,
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T, H. Cunningham prefdent of the
Hural Carvler's Assoclitlon and 1. A,
Kellur ihe head of the Natlonal Curs
rler's Bloctipneering Conmpnities whom
Pronkident Roostevall has romoyed from
thole publle jobs, weia probably owrs
autive Iy palities o eredse thely pay
LR Ehey were in the seevive o deliver
latiars

GARDEN HOSE OBTAINABLE. L

THE LOW PRICES
WE ARE ABLE TO MAKE ARE SIMPLY PARALYZING.

Lawn Sprinklers in Great Variety

A New Invoice of the Favorite ;

EDDY REFRIGERATORS

Made to Keep Things Cool and Economize ICE.

Pacii Hardware Compay, L

Merchant Street

(SE & COE, L
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Honolulu Iron Works,

STEAM ENGINES, SUGAR MILLS,

BOILERS, COOLERS, IRON, BRABS Commlssion lem‘hl
AND LEAD CABTINGBS.
Bugar Factors.
P
Machinery of Every Description Made i
tp order, Particular attention pald to
Ship's ~lackemithing. Job Work Exe- ' GENTS FOR

cuted on Short Notlce.
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The Ewk Plo tatic Company,

The Walalua Agricultural Co,, Ltd.
The Kchala Bugar ~ompany.

The Walmea Sugar Mill Company.
The Fulton Iron Works, St. Louis, Mo
“he Standard Ol Company.

DQ#A.EH';'.‘.EN The George F, _lake Steam Pumpsa,
i ’ i 1a
Firewood, Stove, Wigiah Gepciban

The New England Mutual Life Insure
ance Company of Boston,

The Aein: Fire Insurnunce Company of
Hurtfore, Cong,

The Albdarse Assurance Company of

Steam and Blacksmith

Coal

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

Special attention given fo | rondon
DIRAYING .
ALSO, WHITE AND BLACK SAND
' W. G. Irwin & Go.
AGENTS FOR
- Western Sugsr Refining Co.,, San
B Isco, Cal,
LORD & BB‘LSER" Bald'::c.l.o:omuuve Works;, Phlladebk
CENERAL CONTRACTORS phin, Pa,
Newell Universal Mil Co, Manuface
turera of tionad Cane Shredder,

New York, N. Y.

Paraffine Pair* Company, San Francls.
co,, Cal,

Ohklandt & Co.,, San Franclsco, Cal

Paclfic Ofl Transportution Co.,, San
Francisco, Cal,

Fire Insurance!

Allas Assurince commny. of London.
Phoenlx Assurance Company of London,
New York Underwriters Agenocy.

OFFICE AND YARDS,
SOUTH AND KAWAIAHAO
TELEPHONE MAIN 195,

TEAMING A SPECIALTY

Providence  Washington Insurance
Company,
e | Phenlx Insurance Company of Brook-
lyn.

Fourth Floor, Stangenwald Buflding.

THE B, P. DILLINGHAM (0., LIMITED

General Agents for Hawall,

The Pacific Hotel,

1582 Union Street.

Do you think for o moment that you
can eradleite yvour dandruff with a
brush?

Rooms, first-class, Meals 25c.,
or Board $4.00 per Week and
Meal Tickets $4.50.
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Best Meal In Town

COME AND TRY IT,

Fncheco's Dandruff Klller s
difest and surest romedy. Try it

the

Sold by all Drugglsts and at the Unl-
Tel, Maln 249,

on Burher Shop.
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SWEETHEARTS AND WIVES NOW
IS YOUR TIME TO ASK AND

SR HAVE THE BEST CHRISTMAS ) e
PRESENTS FOR YEARS.
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Ask Your *‘ Best Man”

TO BUY IT FROM

E.W.Jordan& Co., Ltd

The Big Dividends Will Pay For It

|

¥

’,




